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Change in selection process of
[IT exams concern for its alumni

NEW DELHE With suggestions
of changesinthe selection pro-
cedure of the Indian Institute
of Technology aspirants, pos-
sibly from next year, the IIT
{Delhi) Alumni Association
showed their concern over the
decision.

Its members were present to
discuss the future of IITs in
‘Leadership Conclave 2012’ on
Vision ITIT 2020 held on Sun-
day. :

“With changes in selectio
process and opening up of
eight more ITs in quick suc-
cession to ride piggy back on
the name and fame of the ear-
lier IITs could lead to a serious
compromise on the overall
quality of education.

“This phenomenon of
adding new colleges to an es-
tablished brand has not been
done in the case of other lead-

ing institutes like Harvard and
Stanford, and is a matter of
concern to the entire ITT fra-
ternity,” said Himangshu Vaish,
president ITTAA.

!

Structure compromised
As per Vaish, changes in the se-
lection procedure in the past
have compromised the whole
structure and the basis of an
institution like IT. )

“Selection process in the

past has already started com-

promising the intake quality
and any further changesin the
process could seriously ham-
per the growth of ITTs,” he said.
IITDAA has a membership of
35,000 people.

Discourses on the dilution of
an institution like ITT, the con-
clave tried to assess whether
IITs are following the path orig-
inally envisaged.

“Taking into consideration
the Indian conditions now,
what should be the evaluating
criteria to determine the suc-
cess of IITs and how to achieve
ther, are some of the concerns
which we deliberated upon,”
said Shashi Munjal, chairman
organising committee of the
conclave and former president
of IITDAA.

. Headded that steps taken by |
thie government to do away
with Joint Entrance Exam,
considered the toughest en-
trance examination in the
country for getting admission
into ITTs, is causing a heartburn
to [ITians.

“The sanctity of the institu-
tion is sacrosanct to us and we
are anxious over its dilution,”
said Ejaz Hoda, another alum-
nus.

DH News Service



| QUALITY MATTERS DITBISOT

NAVEED IQBAL
NEW DELHI, APRIL 15

nology (IIT) Delhi Alumni
on Sunday said that the
government was “diluting” the
brand of IIT by adding new in-
stitutes with the same name to
the existing IITs and also by
making changes to the [IT Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE).
President of the IIT Delhi
I Alumni Association (IITDAA)
Himangshu Vaish said, “With

I NDIAN Institute of Tech-
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changes in the selection process
and opening up of eight more
II'Ts in quick succession — to
ride piggy back on the success
of the earlier [ITs — could seri-
ously compromise the overall
quality of education in IITs.”
He said the phenomena of
adding new colleges to an es-
tablished brand has not been
done in the case of other lead-
ing institutes like Harvard and
Stanford and is a matter of con-
cern to the entire IIT fraternity.

Vaish said, “The changes in

the selection process in the past
has already started compromis-

ing the intake quality and any -

further changes in the process
could seriously hamper the
growth of II'Ts.” He was speak-
ing at the third Leadership
Conclave of The IIT Delhi
Alumni Association Vision
2020. The association has
nearly 35,000 members and
chapters across India and
abroad.

The alumni also raised con-
cern over government's deci-
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sion to “do away with” the IIT-
JEE.

Chairman (organising com-
mittee) of the conclave and for-

ALUMNI members

said the opening of eight
more 1ITs in quick
succession to piggy hack
on the success of earlier
11Ts could compromise the
quality of education

mer President IITDAA Shashi
Munjal said, “We are meeting
to assess whether IITs are fol-
lowing the path originally envis-
aged.The government’s steps to
scrap the JEE is causing heart-
burn to the IITians.

Stalwarts of the industry
came together to discuss the is-
sues concerning their alma
mater. The participants at the
conclave deliberated on bring-
ing industry closer to IITS, en-
gaging alumni in national policy
making and improving infra-
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“ONCLAVE OF THE IIT-DELHI ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE GOVT MOVE TO SCRAP JEE

New institutions diluting brand II'T, say alumni

structure of the ITTs.

Speaking about the autonomy
of IITs, Secretary of the associa-
tion Somanath Bharti said that
policy decisions regarding an IIT
are initiated by the senate, then
the board of governor and then
the IIT council which in turn
takes these decisions to the Min-
istry of Human Resource Devel-
opment. “But with regard to the
JEE, the government took the re-
verse order and announced the
changes without first consulting
the IIT senates, “ he said.
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Research funding
at II'T-Bombay

sees 8% 1ncrease

Bhavya Dore

B bhavya.dore@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Research funds to the
Indian Institute of Technology-
Bombay (II'T-B) touched Rs193.5
crore in the financial year end-
ing April 2012, an 8% growth
over last year’s Rs179 crore.

While the majority of
research funding comes from
government agencies, the indus-
trial sector also contributes
through licensing of patents. In
2009-10 research funding at I[I'T-
B stood at Rs102 crore.

While the big surge happened
from 2009-10 to 2010-11, the
upward curve has continued this
time as well. “We have been able
to sustain the growth, it hasn’t
been one-off,” said Rangan
Banerjee, dean of research and
development (R&D) at 1I'T-B.
“Many of our processes have
become simplified and stream-
lined and we have been proac-
tively talking to the government
and industry.”

Last year, the IIT-B released
a brochure profiling more than
100 new technologies developed
at the institute in a bid to dis-
seminate its research to the gen-
eral public whilst also attract-
ing companies.

The IITs have increasingly
focused on research in the past
few years, expanding their orig-
inal mandate beyond providing
undergraduate education.

ABOUT THE FUNDS

= |n the financial year ending
April 2012, IIT-B received
research funds of Rs193.5
crore.

m This was an increase of 8%
from last year's Rs179 crore.

= A majority of the funding
comes from government
agencies. Funds are also raised
from the industrial sector
through licensing of patents.

= |n 2009-10, the figure for
research funding at IIT-B stood
at Rs102 crore.

“Since the recession I have
noticed more students are inter-
ested in pursuing research,” said
Balijepalli VSK Murthy, a PhD
student who worked with the R
and D office during his tenure
as secretary for post-graduate
affairs. “With more young fac-
ulty coming in and more bright
students interested in research,
this has had a positive impact.”

One of Murthy's own tech-
nologies has been licensed. This
year’s break-up of research
funding sources is still being tab-
ulated and will be available later
this month. In the mean time,
IIT-B will be holding a special
session next week to reach out
to industry partners on various
developments.
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MHRD joint secy

nixes boss’ bid to

shield II'T" honchos

MOUSHUMI BASU m NEW DELHI

In an unprecedented step, Joint
Secretary (Administration) in
Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD) has
overruled the decision of his
Secretary (Higher Education)
te quash CBI prosecution against
Director IIT Patna and Dean of
IT Kharagpur and has directed
seeking advice of Chief Vigilance
Commission (CVC), the nodal
agency in such matters.

These IIT top bosses have
been indicted in the infamous
T40 crore Coalnet scam for
computerisation of Coal India
Limited and its subsidiaries
between 2001 and 2004.

This effort on the part of
the joint secretary Amit Khare,
who is also the Chief Vigilance
Officer, MHRD, is being hailed
as a bold one to rein in cor-
ruption. The Secretary, whose
decision has been overruled is
Vibha Puri Das, also a member
of the Board of Governors of
IIT Kharagpur.

The Pioneer had reported
earlier that the Board in its last
meeting in March recommend-
ed to the MHRD to immediate-
ly quash CBI proceedings for
regular departmental action
(RDA) and penal%against three
faculty members (AK
Bhowmick, IIT Director Patna,
PP Chakrabarti IIT Dean
Kharagpur and RN Banerjee a
retiredggenior rofessor), '

This sudden hurry on the
part of IIT Board to quash the

CBI cases after sitting over it for
the past five years, was to help
the two big names Bhowmick
and Chakrabarti be eligible for
appointment as Director IIT
Kharaipur. The tenure of
incumbent Director IIT
Kharagpur Dr Damodar
Acharya ends in June this year.

The fact that these two
officials are favourites of the
Ministry is now well-estab-
lished. Bhowmick had managed
to race his way up to the post
of Director, ITT Patna, in 2009,
when he was Dean, Sponsored
Research & Industrial Con-
sultancy (SRIC). This, despite
the fact that CBI had already
recommended major penalty
against him for violating the
work order of the Coal Net
Project.

Khare’s move against these
“favoured” persons is being wel-
comed. Basically, what has been
done by him, should have been
done by the CVO, IIT Kharag-
pur, an official pointed out, The
Eources claimed that the cre-

entials of I[IT Kharagpur in vig-
ilance matters had been dubiougs.

Its former CVO Prof AK
Ghosh was arrested and sus-

ended on charges of running a

ake institute wﬂim the campus.
Current CVO Prof BK Mathur
is also in the CBI net for his
alleged involvement in the fake
institute case. The CVC had re-
peatedly advised MHRD that IIT
Kharagpur should have a full-
time CVO, but this had been
over-ruled by the IIT Board.
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Soon, AICTE to
launch job portal,
academic website

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 15

THE All India Council for
Technical Education
{AICTE) will soon launch a
first of its kind academic net-
working site, along with an
in-house job portal and a
repository of doctorate pa-
pers to check duplication
and cheating.

The academic networking
site proposes Lo interconnect
7.5 million students enrolled
across AICTE-approved in-
stitutions linked through
email IDs. The yet to be
christened networking site
proposes to rope in faculty
and industry stakeholders on
to its database.

“Theidea is to encourage
academic networking and fa-
cilitate peer learning. That
faculty will be accessible on
this network, and help with
course material, share
charts, diagrams, data and
projects that can aid learn-
ing, will make this an alto-
gether knowledge building
mechanism,” said the chair-
man of AICTE, S § Mantha.

The AICTE isalso ready-
ing Project Factory, a reposi-
tory aimed at capturing ab-
stracts of all post graduate
projects in an online bank.
These abstracts of rescarch
work will be available to in-
dustry stakeholders and re-
search labs so that those in-
terested can easily contact
the student concerned and
take it forward.

“It will also help us check
large-scale cheating and cut-
copy-paste jobs that are seen
in a number of research pa-
pers. A search engine on
Project Factory will be able

check large-scale

cheating and cut-
capy-paste jobs seenin
a number of research
papers. A search engine
on Project Factory will
be able to quickly throw
up abstracts of research
works of interest to
anyone 7
— S SMANTHA

AICTE chairman

é It will also help us

to quickly throw up abstracts
of research works of interest
to anyone,” Mantha added.

The AICTE e-gover-
nance project envisages an
employment portal that pro-
poses to store every stu-
dent’s semester-wise results
online and link it with his
CV. This CV will automati-
cally be forwarded to indus-
try HRD heads whenever
there is a vacancy suited to
the student,

This central database will '
link up with an industry data-
base of 8,000 stakeholders
and help facilitate the place-
ment process.

On Thursday, the AICTE,
launched Live@edu — a
hosted communication and
collaboration service based
on cloud computing — with
Microsoft. Live@edu is a
cloud suite that will offer
email with a 10GM inbox,
Microsoft Office Web appli-
cations, 25 GB of additional
file storage, document shar-
ing, video chat, mobile ¢mail
and instant messaging to
AICTE’s over seven million
students and five lakh faculty
members.

Business Standard,
ND 16/04/2012
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(entreatiM-A
tolaunch
$25-million
deantech fund

TENARASIMHAN
Chennal, 15 April

The Indian Fund for
Sustainable Energy (Infuse)
at the Centre for Innovation,
Incubation and Entrepre-
neurship of the Indian
Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad, 1s to launch a
$25-million fund.

This fund will invest in
entrepreneurial solutions
across the cleantech verti¥al,
The fund has International
Finance Corporation (IFC) as
an investor, with a commit-
ment of up to 20 per cent of
the fund size.

Infuse is backed by BP -

Ventures, the Union ministry
of new and renewable energy
and the Technology Develop
ment Board.

According to IFC, India
is currently ' the third
largest emitter of carbon
dioxide and by 2030, its
share of global emissions is
expected to increase 60 per
cent, the largest from any
nation. The idea is to shift
from the fossil fuel-centric
generation and old tech-
nologies to cleaner ones.

+  Despite the presence of

affordable, globally proven
technologies, there exists a
gap in funding for early-
stage cleantech companies
in India, with no major
venture capital fund active-
ly investing in these on an
ongoing basis, says IFC.
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Datawind accuses Quad of

pactviolation, serves notice

New Delhi, Apr 15:
Datawind, the maker of the
world’s  cheapest tablet
Aakash, said on Sunday it
owned the copyright of the
tablet and alleged that con-
tract manufacturer Quad
Electronics was violating its
right by 'signing a direct
agreement with IIT-Ra-
jasthan for development of
thedevice.

“Datawind's team inter-
nally developed Aakash and
sub-contracted the assembly
of Aakash Tablet to Quad
Electronics based on its own
design. Therefore, the Intel-
lectual Property Rights of
the.  tablet -belong to
Datawind,” Datawind CEO
Suneet Singh;Tuli said in a
statement. He claimed Quad
had signed a non-disclosure
agreement and a manufac-
turing services agreement
confirmingthis.

“Quad Electronics
breachedDatawind’sintellec-

r

*ﬂ N
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tual property, circumvented
their relationship with IIT-
Rajasthan, signed a direct
MoU (memorandum of un-

derstanding) with them for

development of next genera-
tion device and then sold off"
their inventory in the open
market,” Tulisaid.

Quad Electronics and II'T-
Rajasthandid notrespond to
emails sent for comments.
Tuli said that Datawing has
sentanotice tocompany and
will appreoach the court
against violation of agree-

ment by Quad Electronics.
“We have served notice, and
will file in court if it cannot
beresclved,” hesaid.
Datawind said that the

company has paid Quad’

Electronics for all units de-
livered to Datawind, except
for the 600 units that remain
unpaid by IT-Rajasthan.
“Datawind’s counter
claim against Quad exceeds
any amount due to them.

_'There isno further payment

due to Quad, contrary to

theirallegations,” Tulisaid.

It was reported that a
Quad executive had alleged
that payment is due and it
has served legal notice to
Datawind. Tuli said that it is
working on the second gen-

+ eration of the Aakash tablet

and telecom minister Kapil
Sibalhas announced in Par-
liament that DataWind will
be supplying 1 lakh Aakash
tablets through IIT-Bombay.
“In response to concern
about tardy customer re-
sponse. Datawind would like
to state that their toll-free
number is working, but
since it receives almost
40,000 calls per day, there is
oftenalogjamresultingin in-
complete calls,” hesaid. '
Tuliadded thatany person
that has made a deposit, isre-
sponded to within 48 hours of
receiptof paymentandispro-
vided a specific e-mail ad-
dressandspecificphonenum-
ber to call for queries, instead
of thetoll freenumber PTT
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Indian B-schools on a
high-growth mode

Communication technologies provide quality education to masses

S SHYAMALA
Chennai

PREMIUM B-school edu-
cation won't be the coveted
privilege of a fortunate few
alone anymore. Manage-
ment education, institu-
tions are on a high-growth
mode to widen their hori-
zons. Improvement in
communication technolo-
gies is helping B-schools
provide quality education
at affordable prices (o0 the
masses,

“The whole business ed-
ucation market in India is
worth about Rs 5,000
crore,” says Swaminathan
K, founder and chief exec-
utive officer of myB-
'skool.com. “It is equally
split between the tradition-
al in-class and distance ed-
ucation models. The latter

includes V-SAT-based edu-

cation, which is fast gain-
ing steam in the country.”
Almost all premium B-
schools are delivering exec-
utive programmes using V-
SAT. Telepresence and HD
video conferencing are oth-
er modes of content deliv-
ery. Students can go to des-
ignated study centres and
take live lectures from the
faculty of the-schools, As-
sessments are also done
online. The biggest advan-
tage is that candidates be-
come alumni of the respec-
tive organisations and have

access to study materials

even after the completion
of the course, says profes-
sor Anindya Sen of IIM-
Calcutta. He is the director
of several

long-distance -

EDUCATION FOR ALL: Students can go to designated study centres, have access to study
materials and take live lectures from faculty of schools. Assessments are also done online

Most of the LDPs are
tailored to the needs of
working professionals,
Classes are conducted dur-
ing evenings and week-
ends. An added advantage
is the affordability While
the executive in-campus
programme would cost
about Rs 4.5 lakh per stu-
dent, the remote delivery
model reduces it to about
Rs 1.5 lakh.

“Quality content need
not be the coveted posses-
sion of only a few,” says
professor Xavier, director of
[IM-Ranchi. “With further
development in these tech-
nologies it can come down
to even a few thousand ru-
pees, without diluting the

vprogrammes« {LDP) con-1tvstandard: of education: We

-

ditted by -the schools,

Campus visits are part of

the programmes to ' give
students a feel of premier
educational institutions.

1"have & budget ¢f Rs 500
crore to complete the
Ranchi campus. With an-
other Rs 200 crore, we will

be able to introduce these
Y

delivery models and try to
extend them to all parts of
the country,” he adds.

The classroom-based hi-
gher education model is
capex heavy, as it requires
various infrastructure and
staff. Distance education is
asset-light and has a wider
reach, with local pariners
operating as selling agents
as well as conducting examn-
inations, says Sujan Hajra,
analyst at Anand Rathi Fi-
nancial  Services. The
growth can be attributed
primarily to these advances
in technologies, he says.

Apart from the V-SAT
model, B-schools are also
setting up satellite centres
to expand their reach. IIM
tKozhikode s planning to

iset up a satellite dampus’in
Kochi by October primarily
focused on executive edu-
cation. The proposed cam-
pus at Infopark intends to

start with full-time and
part-time programmes tar-

. geted at muddle and senior

level executives.

The Indian School of
Business (ISB), on the oth-
er hand, is extending the
model beyond the coun-
try's boundaries. It has
signed a pact with the In-
stitute of Business Admin-
istration (IBA) in Karachi
to provide executive educa-
tion in Pakistan, .

Deepak Chandra, de-
puty dean of ISB, says:
“While ISB would focus on
the design and delivery of
the programmes, IBA will
be responsible for their
marketing and promotion.
ISB’s faculty would con-
duct'the programmes. The
first ohe-is. slated to cdm=.".

. mence in June, 2012." -

shyamalaseetharaman
@mydigitalfe.com
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It may be early still, but we can
start discerning some patterns
. about cloud computing usage

Anuj Kumar

apphcauons typlcally those that are rela-

Inmanyrespects,cluudx inallits
myriad forms is young. Just like it is a
matter of time needed for various technol-
ogies to mature, cloud computing too needs
toevolve. The whole arearelated to handling
the huge, often unstructured data sets asso-
.ciated with large-scale clouds arguably
hasn’t even established a consistent vocabu-
lary yet. However, it is also true that beyond
basic technology underpinnings, the inte-
gration of component tools into useful sys-
tems to make them consumable by IT
organisations is still in its early phases.

That said there’s been enough practical
experience with cloud computing that we
can start to discern some patterns.. These
patterns will doubtlessly evolve over time as
new offerings become available or impedi-

ments to adoption recede. However, the fol- '

lowing five observations tell us a lot about
how cloud computing is being used today
and which approaches are striking chords
with users and which aren’t,
Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) — Yes, but
narrowly. Applications, not computing in-
frastructure or development frameworks,
are the things with which end users interact.
That's why a company like Salesforce.com
became one of the early poster children for
cloud computing. And, indeed, Saa$ and re-
lated forms of online Web services dominate
in certain verticals, such as customer rela-
tionship management. However, in what
will emerge as a familiar pattern, legal and
other risk management concerns give many
enterprises pause when considering Saa$ for
even a seemingly innocuous function like
email, They ask questions about, for exam-
ple, notification procedures in the event of a
data breech or a judicial order—and often
don’t get clear answers. For certain types of

PMedium to large enter-
prises in both the .
private and public sector
have begun to move
past the planning stages
and are building cIouds

tively d across different compa-
nies, Saa$ will doubtlessly continue to grow,
but enterprise adoption will require offer-
ings that are operated under processes that
have enterprise needs in mind,

Enterprises build private / hybrid clouds,
across heterogeneous infrastructure. Medi-
um to large enterprises in both the private
and public sector have begun to move past
the planning stages and are building clouds.
They’re building rather than renting from
public providers partly because of the afore-
mentioned compliance and risk manage-
ment issues—their own infrastructure may
notbe inherently more secure or reliable but
they have visibility into and control over it.
However, it's also the case that large orga-
nisations have complex needs and need to
accommodate an existing portfolio of appli-
cations and infrastructure. They want to
start gaining efficiency from public clouds
and offer their own users the sort of self-
service and speed of ramping up new com-
puting resources they see in public clouds—
but to do so under their own terms. This
means they can't just build a new IT in-
frastructure from scratch or add an addition-
al set of cloud resources alongside their
legacy infrastructure. Their goal is to build a
cloud that leverages as much of their exist-
ing IT as possible.

Maintaining future flexibility is one core
concern. And, as organizations build clouds,
we hear repeatedly from them that they are
determined cloud computing should not be-
come yet another means to lock them into a
specific product set or technology. It’s telling
that the original thrust behind cloud com-
puting was not so much the vendor commu-
nity, but end users looking to' deal with
exploding complexity and scale. This is also
why open source software is a major player
in both public and private clouds. It offers
great value, sure. But it also introduces-the
opportunity to shape projects in ways that
respond to your priorities and requirements.
Thus, organizations are generally taking ap-
proaches that maximize portability and in-
teroperability across different clouds. It's no
coincidence that even those cloud comput-
ing offerings that don’t really meet any rea-
sonable definition of ‘open’ nonetheless
promote themselves as if they were.

andrisk arealso

+ Compli
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te cloud

other core concerns. We mentioned this al-
ready but it's worth d|scussmg in a bit more
detail because it arises so often in cloud

an provide self-service access to
users. This implies access controls, the es-
tablishment ofp olicies and workflows, and
appmpnate audx:tmg

computing di and is

with so many decisions. To be clear, thisisn’t
a comment on the relative security or safety
of public versus private clouds or anything
that simplistic. Rather, it’s the observation
that cloud computing needs to be system-
atically considered as part of an integrated
1T governance process. The outcome of such
a process may well be that certain types of
data and applications can’t run in a public
cloud, or can only run in certain public
clouds, or can only run when certain condi-
tions are met. (For example, perhaps data
can't be stored or replicated in a different
country) Nor is risk management solely
about external providers. For example, pri-

Service (Paa$) is intriguing

deve]opers PaaS is the newest aspect o
cloud computing and the most nascent. Paa$
can be thought of as providing developers
with useful abstractions that let them create
plications more easily. It can also provide
dlx]em with the means to then run applica-
tions without getting overly involved with
the mechanics of the underlying infrastruc-
ture, This touches on a relatively new con-
cept called “DevOps,” which talks to the idea
that the traditionally distinct roles of oper-
ator and developer are starting to blend in
some contexts. Paa$ takes a number of dif-

ferent forms but, in keeping with the way"

organizations are thinking about clouds

broadly, the most widespread momentum
seems to be behind approaches that provide
portability between clouds. This means that
adeveloper could use one PaaSto developan
application and later decide to deploy that
application somewhere else making mini-
mal or no changes.

We've covered several different cloud
computing threads. But there is a unifying
thought. “Organizations are adopting clouds
that recognize the value of the IT invest-
ments that they already made and the legal,
regulatory, and risk management regime un-
der which that IT must operate. And they’re
doing so in ways that maxmuzathelr future
flexibility.”

(The author is GM, India Subcontinent,
Red Hat. The opinions expressed are his
own.)
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